DISTRICT 01 NEWSLETTER

"THE ONLY REQUIREMENT FOR MEMBERSHIP IS A DESIRE TO STOP DRINKING"

“A REFLECTION OF OURSELVES”

I AM RESPONSIBLE...WHEN ANYONE,
ANYWHERE, REACHES OUT FOR HELP, Il WANT
THE HAND OF A. A. TO ALWAYS BE THERE,
FOR THAT...I AM RESPONSIBLE!

NOVEMBER 2006

SERVICE MEETING Each member speaks for him or herself. In the
NOVEMBER 16TH, 6:30 P.M. home group, the GSR brings our group
@ THE BRID,GE conscience to the DCM as it is shared among
2514 JENNY LANE GREEN BAY the groups in our District. Groups draw upon

the service of the committees. The newsletter
is distributed. All members are welcome!

District Chairperson BRUCE 498-9750 e e — — =

Alternate Chair BOB L. 309-1160 "ttt

Secretar DEBBIE S. 94-882

Treasurer LYNN L.S 396-2293 "A NEW GROUP IS

Archives MARK P. 660-1888

Bridging the Gap/ Treatment EDDY A. 330-0729 F ORME i

Cooperation w/ GATHER ABOUT YOURSELF A FEW
professional Committee ~ PHYLLIS 471-0749  KINDRED SPIRITS AND ANNOUNCE TO US

Corrections GLENNF. 321-8039 THAT A 'NEW ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

Gripevine (i nneedof semicevolotewy | OROUP'1S FORMED. YOU MAY FIND 4

Hotﬁne IIMD. 468-8141 HOME ANYWHERE AS LONG AS YOU ARE

Intergroup 01 Chair TRACEY SELF-SUPPORTING.. ANY TWO OR MORE

Imergroup 01 Chair KIMBERLY ALCOHOL[CS GATHERED TOGETHER

Public Info. (Chair in need of service volunteer)

"These servants must always be in
readiness to do for the groups what the
groups obviously cannot or should not

do for themselves".
The 12 concepts p.23

If all you’re doing is going to meetings
and reading your Big Book , you will

eventually hit a wall in your recovery.
(heard at a recent meeting)

MAY CALL THEMSELVES AN A.A. GROUP
PROVIDED THAT, AS A GROUP THEY
HAVE NO OTHER AFFILIATION. "THE
ONLY REQUIREMENT IS A DESIRE TO
STOP DRINKING"!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
DISTRICT 01 www.greenbayaa.org

AREA 74 www.area74.org
AREA 75 (Southern WI) www.area74.org
AA GRAPEVINE www.aagrapevine.org

G.S.0 (NEW YORK) www.aa.org



Minutes of the GSR and Committee Service Meeting
September 21, 2006

Those in attendance:

Bruce K. DCM District 01

Debbie S. Secretary

Lynn L. District Treasurer

Pete J. “Friday Winner's Circle™ group
Kimberly S.  Intergroup co-chair

Dean H. AA member

John S. "AA Today” group

Jim D. Hotline Chair

Joan H. AA member

Chris B. St. Matt's “Eye Opener” group
Barb R. Tues. Women Ipm meeting GSR

Pat P. Thurs. Night Serenity Seekers

Tracy G. 7:30am “Early Birds” GSR

Glenn F. Corrections chair

Paula A. AA member

Keith J. GSR-"The Stepping Up Group”

Brian B. GSR- Fri. 5:30pm 218 Club n/s group
Elizabeth F. GSR-New Hope Group (shelter)

Jeft P. GSR-218 Club Mon. 8:30am BB Meeting

Stacey C. GSR-"Women in the Present” Thurs. 7pm
Marty S. GSR-"Fisherman's Paradise” group
Michael V. Newsletter chair

Angy P. GSR- “Serenity Now” group

The meeting opened with the Serenity Prayer.

Debbie S. read the minutes from August 16, 2006.
They were accepted as read.

Lynn L. read the treasurer's report and it was
accepted as read. Thank you to all groups who made
contributions to our District O1.

Committee Reports

NEWSLETTER- Michael V. informed the district
the newsletter will be late. His computer crashed.
He will deliver it to the groups a.s.a.p.

HOTLINE- Jim D. reported. The bill is
considerably lower this month due to less minutes
being used.

Jim has learned when a person calls the hotline
for meeting information the hotline company reads
the meeting list for the entire week of the Green Bay
area to the caller. Jim has instructed the hotline
company to ask the caller what day and time they are
looking for. The hotline company is then instructed
to provide the caller with two days worth of meetings.
They are also to inform the caller that meeting lists
can be obtained at meetings and on the District 01
website. These instructions should help cut down on
the number of calling minutes being used.

Stacy G. (GSR for Early Birds meeting) asked
Jim to come to their meeting and explain the cost of
the hotline. Jim agreed to go.

CORRECTIONS- Glenn F. reported. A meeting
was held with the Brown County jail administrator,
the Brown County jail security director, the jail
chaplain, and our district corrections committee.
They discussed starting a new meeting at the Brown
County Jail on Curry Lane. They talked about having

an open speaker meeting on Sundays. Al K. would
chair these meetings. The first one is Sunday,
October 15 at 6pm. For attendance at these meetings
clearance is required one week in advance.
Clearance requirements are: name, date of birth,
middle initial, two years out of jail, and no case file
pending.

For people chairing jail meetings: let groups
know that Father Robbins is offering to do pastoral
visits for 4th and Sth Steps. Contact Chaplain Karen
for this. Glenn has her number.

INTERGROUP- Kimberly S. left a message with
Redeemer Lutheran in hopes of being able to use
their facility. She did receive materials and a well
kept book of past intergroup from Mary K. and Jamie
0.

C.P.C.- no report
ARCHIVES- not present
BTG- not present

PUBLIC INFO- vacant
GRAPEVINE- vacant
WEBMASTER- not present

OLD BUSINESS- Nominations and elections will be
held for open district chairs at the next district
meeting. The meeting will be at the district picnic
October 15 at Green Isle Park in Allouez.

Open chairs include:
Grapevine
Public Information
Webmaster

The elected nominee will hold the position for the
rest of this term ending December 31, 2007.

NEW BUSINESS- Newsletter costs are going up.
Right now we are getting free labor. It is the cost of
the paper that is going up. A motion was made to
increase the newsletter budget. The motion was
seconded and passed.

A motion was made with thanks to Michael V.
for his services but to replace him as newsletter chair.
A lengthy discussion followed. The motion was
seconded. The motion was not carried, it was voted
down.

DCM Bruce suggested Michael come up with
a corrective action list. All agreed.

The meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer.

Respectfully submitted by Debbie S.



AA DISTRICT 01 TREASURER’S REPORT
September 21, 2006

BALANCE as of August 17, 2006 $ 375.84
DEPOSITS: $+ 1032.61

Steppin Up Group 50.00

Early Birds 8 AM Sunday 218 Club 200.00

Sat. Eye Openers Gp -~ St. Matts 22479

Monday Pulaski Gp - - 70.00

Tuesday 1 PM Women's Gp 72.90

Flintville Early Risers 150.00

Area 74

(50% profit from the Spring Conference) 204.92

Winners Circle Group 60.00
CHECKS: $ - 194.86

Marty S. (Newsletter) 55.00

All City Communications (Hotline) 121.86

Check image Fee 3.00

The Bridge (Rent) 15.00
BALANCE as of September 21, 2006 $ 1213.59
Lynn Lade

District 01 Treasurer

"A TESTAMENT OF
OUR THREE LEGACIES
IN ACTION"
UNITY, RECOVERY AND
SERVICE
AN OVERVIEW OF THE
1677 ANNUAL NAI-AA
CONVINTION

The Native American 16" annual Native
American A.A. convention formally opened at 3
pm. (Indian time) and our service legacy was
apparent right from the start.

Helen O., our sister from South Dakota and
one of the committee members was there
organizing and calling others in order to set
things up and touched base with whom she was
on the committee with. Remember that they are
not from the Green Bay area. Marie, also a
trusted servant who was handling registrations,
had taken that responsibility well in hand.

Pat, Marilyn and members of the Oneida group
who had helped bring this convention to Green
Bay set up the hospitality suite and it was well
stocked with good food and soda and water and
did so with a selfless and tireless attitude. It was

a busy and hectic time, but was done well before
the opening ceremonies.

Even before the opening ceremonies, meetings
were already going on. In particular, the
marathon meeting was in full swing. It went on
right up to the final days' closing ceremonies.
These meeting topics ran the gamut of all that we
embrace in our program. Ranging from 'Back To
Basics', 'Spiritual Progress', 'Came To Believe',
'‘Gratitude', 'Going To Any Length', 'Turning i
Over', 'First Things First', 'Surrender’, 'We
Admitted We Were Powerless', 'Honesty',
'Humility', Working With Others’, 'Easy Does It
'‘Learning To Love Ourselves', 'Acceptance’, 'Just
For Today', as well as subjects too numerous (0
mention. The meetings were well attended and
much wisdom was expressed, that all could grow
in the program and as people. They gave one a
sense of community.

The opening ceremonies included opening
remarks and a welcome to all by the chair of the
NAI-AA Convention, Patrick P., from the state of
South Dakota. He has been closely involved with
the convention for 14 of its 16 years. The
spiritual and traditional invocation was given by
Bob, who spoke first in his native language and -
then interpreted what he said in English. He gave
homage to 'Mother Earth’ and all that it offers.
Its bounty of food, wildlife, water, forests and
spoke of our gratitude we have for its abundance
and to be good stewards to insure its protection
for future generations.

At the forefront was a Native Staff that had 15
Sfeathers attached signifying the 15 previous NAI-
AA conventions.

The speaker on opening night was our own Tony
S. of the Oneida Nation. Those of us familiar with
his story were again touched by his genuine
honesty. He spoke of his despair and the depths
his alcoholism had taken him. Hopeless, homeless,
and helpless and how the seed was planted that
there was a solution to his malady. With a dogged
determination and with the 'Grace of God' he has
been a long time friend of A.A. in Green Bay and
carries the message at many meetings. He does so
with a wisdom that sometimes the tough streets
can bring one to speak a brutal truth. You can tell
in his message that he took the toughest of roads
to get to where he is today. His body may suffer
the punishing effects of Parkinson's disease, but
his spirit is vibrant and full of life. Tony is my
brother and my friend. His was a spiritual
message.



Although I had to work on Friday, and Saturday
in Door County, I was anxious to get back to the
convention, I did so in time to take in a marathon
meeting of which the topic was "Gratitude”. What
a heartfelt and special meeting that was!
Wow...Perfect timing. One can't help but feel
peace and serenity after attending a 'Gratitude’
meeting. People are so very heart-warming and
genuine when they thank the 'God’ of their
understanding for all that has been bestowed upon
them. I was truly touched by a woman who
explained what the word "Grace"” meant to her.
She truly did have a grasp of its true meaning. I
suppose it can mean different things to different
people, but she stated it so very eloquently.

Then I attended the Saturday night's speaker
meeting. Although I missed the speaker on Friday
after-noon, Epi W. Jemez of the Pueblo Nation
and the Friday night speaker, Delbert B. of the
Dine’ Nation I am sure they spoke a pro-found
message as all the speakers did. I did however
hear the Saturday night speaker, Lloyd E. of the
Onondaga Nation.

His message was serious, thought provoking,
laced with a humor that had you laughing from the
heart. He spoke of the reservation and how very
poor they were and of often being hungry. How
the law had given him a choice, jail or A.A.

He spoke at length about a guy who would pick
him up to go to meetings and with his keen sense
of humor stated that this guy would pull up to his
house with this big car and people would be a
buzz because all the fenders were the same color
and the tires were new and the same size.

He spoke at length about doing service work and
in particular his making coffee for the group for a
very long time. He also said that he didn't speak at
the meeting at first because he said the one time
he did the guy who drove him to the meetings told
him to shut-up because he didn't have anything to
say. He didn't have anything to offer because he
didn't know anything. It took him sometime even
before he had gotten a sponsor and when he did,
he asked the guy who had been driving him to the
meetings. He eventually did have something to
offer the group and began to speak. Today, as our
keynote speaker at the NAI-AA Convention he
spoke very well and left us all with much to
contemplate. He had very much to say to anyone
interested in learning how to live a sober life and
carry the message.

Following this fine speaker was the Pow Wow
and raffle. As in all Pow Wow, it was lead by our
veteran brothers carrying the flags of our nation
as well a Native flags representing the many
nations in attendance. It is always a solemn and
reverent time when you witness the color bearers.
Our veterans, of all races who answer the call to
duty.

Then came the Dancers. Their Native dress so
colorful and the craftsmanship that goes into the
costumes are extraordinary. They were very
athletic and seemed to have an endurance without
limit?!

The Native drummers, Duck Creek in particular,
kept the song and drumbeat to the rhythm of
Native tales long handed down from generation to
generation. It was a high-energy time and that
special time when we could all indulge in our
native traditions and culture.

Sunday was a day of reflection and for some who
had a great distance to travel, a day for saying
farewells to their new found friends and hugs and
wishes for a safe journey home.

For those of us who could stay, it was time for
lighthearted conversation in the hospitality suite
and for others; it was off to the marathon meeting.

I caught the marathon meeting in time for the
topic of "Carry The Message.” It surely was the
whole theme of the convention itself and for our
Native peoples, it is especially important simply
because of the devastation alcoholism has caused
on the reservations and to our people in general.
It lifted my spirits to see such passion and
dedication amongst our members that they are
determined to "Carry The Message"! The
Marathon meeting closed with our psalm to the
'Great Spirit'.

Then we had the honor to hear our final speaker
who was scheduled as the Spiritual speaker, Bob
K. of the Lakota Nation. He arrived from the twin
cities, Minneapolis/St. Paul. He had taken his son
to a football game and then drove straight through
to get here just on time. It showed me that this
individual had put his priorities in order, family
and dedication to his son as well as his
commitment to his people and carrying the
message whenever asked to do so. He stated that
he didn't have a prepared speech or anything and
as it turned out, he didn't need one. It is time like
this when you speak from the heart and the
"Spirit" speaks through you.
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route see even more of the ravages of yet another
scourge... DRUGS! The combination of both drugs
and alcohol are destroying the very fabric of our
Native culture. It is robbing us of our future
leaders.

He touched on a subject that struck me very
personal. His search for identity. Who he
was.. What was his purpose... What was he
missing? It brought him full circle to the one great
hole in his soul that he could not fill with booze.
His complete lack of a 'God' of his understanding.
He told us a story of his sitting in a bar in
Chicago when he had a spiritual awakening. Yes,
you can have a spiritual awakening anywhere,
anytime if you open you heart and become willing.

It brought to a spiritual plateau, which led him
to embrace his culture and heritage. God filled
him with "Hope" and showed him the goodness
and gifts of which he was blessed. He told us a
story of a time when he was in a bar, and most
bars have mirrors behind them, mostly to reflect
the glass bottles and lights to make the place
glisten, but for Bob K. it reflected back at him the
image of a wrinkled old, drawn and beaten old
man and it touched his heart enough for him at
that time to realize that the image was not him. He
vowed from that day forward to find his real and
true self. That my friend was a 'Spiritual
Awakening'! It was from that day forward that his
journey of recovery had begun. His was a heartfelt
and special message I needed to hear.

Several of us got together for the brunch at the
casino restaurant that day and it is true, when you
break bread together, a bond is formed and I feel
I've made a special and long time friend. I have a
brother who lives in the twin cities and I'm sure |
will see Bob K. again. We embraced and he
headed home.

Well, it was time to wrap up and the trusted
servants, Marilyn, Beverly and Pat cracked the
whip and put me to work. (Just kiddin') We loaded
up the remaining foodstuffs and sodas and we all
embraced and said our farewells.

Of course, I'll see our local members at meetings
and we will have bonded from the wholesome and
spiritual time we spent together.

I Wil SUrely expresys tn CLosing tnly driicie now
superb a job the Wednesday Oneida group did
with sponsoring this convention. In a
word... Exemplary!

God Bless all those who were a part of this
endeavor and be sure to know that our prayers are
with all those who struggle with this disease and
may the 'GREAT SPIRIT' be with you on your
life's journey. Remember..."Carry the Message."

Michael V. (Gray wolf)

“We, of Alcoholics
Anonymous, know one
hundred men who were
once just as hopeless as
Bill. All have recovered.

They have solved the
drink problem.”

(Taken from the original manuscript of the Big
Book before its first publication before changes
were made.)

And acceptance is the
answer to a// my
problems today.

When | am disturbed, it is because | find
some person, place, thing, or situation —
some fact of my life — unacceptable to me,
and | can find no serenity until | accept that
person, place, thing, or situation as being
exactly the way it is supposed to be at this
moment. Nothing, absolutely nothing,
happens in God’s world by mistake. Until |
could accept my alcoholism, | could not stay
sober; unless | accept life completely on
life’s terms, | cannot be happy. | need to
concentrate not so much on what needs to
be changed in the world as on what needs
to be changed in me and in my attitudes.

Alcoholics Anonymous, p. 417






