A REFLECTION OF OURSELVES

DISTRICT 01 NEWSLETTER - GREEN BAY, WI
JANUARY* 2007

I AM RESPONSIBLE.
WHEN ANYONE, ANYWHERE, REACHES OUT FOR HELP,
I WANT THE HAND OF A. A. ALWAYS TO BE THERE.
AND FOR THAT; I AM RESPONSIBLE.

"The only requirement for membership is a desire to stop drinking"

SERVICE MEETING
January 18th, 6:30 PM.
@ The Bridge
2514 JENNY LANE Green Bay

DISTRICT COMMITTEE OFFICERS

District Chairperson  Bruce 498-9750
Alternate Chair Bob L. 309-1160
Secretary Debbie S. 494-8825
Treasurer Lynn L. 496-5899
Archives Mark P. 660-1888
Bridging the Gap/Treatment

Eddy A. 339-0729
Cooperation w/ professional Committee

Phyllis 471-0749
Corrections Glenn F. 321-8039
Grapevine John S. 435-5158
Hotline Jim D. 468-8141
Intergroup 06 Chair  Tracey 592-9337
Intergroup Co-Chair Kimberly
Newsletter Michael V.  360-1043
Public Information  Elizabeth 497-1812
Webmaster Chair Eric V. 468-9262

"CONGRATULATIONS" AND A WARM
WELCOME TO OUR NEW PUBLIC
INFORMATION CHAIR....ELIZABETH
AS WELL AS OUR NEW WEBMASTER....
ERIC V.

"THESE SERVANTS MUST ALWAYS BE IN
READINESS TO DO FOR THE GROUPS WHAT
THE GROUPS OBVIOUSLY CANNOT OR
SHOULD NOT DO FOR THEMSELVES."
The 12 concepts p.23

Each member speaks for him or herself.
In the home group, the GSR brings our group
conscience to the DCM as it is shared among the groups
in our district. Groups draw upon the service of the
committees. The newsletter and meeting list is
distributed. All members are welcome to attend!

"A NEW GROUP IS FORMED"
Gather about yourself a few kindred spirits
and announce to us that a 'New Alcoholics
Anonymous Group' is formed. You may find a home
Jor your group anywhere as long as you are self-
supporting.
Any two or more alcoholics gathered together may
call themselves an A. A. group,
provided that, as a group they have no other
affiliation.
""The only requirement for membership is a desire to
stop drinking"

REGISTER YOUR GROUP NATIONALLY
by sending your "New group form"
to the GSO in N.Y. Call the district 01 news-
letter and leave your info for inclusion on the
meeting list. WELCOME!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

DISTRICT 01  www.greenbayaa.org.
AREA 74 www.area74.org
AREA 75 www.area75.org

AA GRAPEVINE www.aagrapevine.org
G.5.0 .(NEW YORK) www.aa.org

IF YOUR STILL DOING IT...IT'S
NOT 'OLD BEHAVIOR!



Minutes of the GSR and Committee Service Meeting
November 16, 2006

Those in attendance:

Bruce K. DCM District 01
Debbie S. Secretary
Lynn L District Treasurer
Michael V. Newsletter Chair
Craig M. Alt. GSR-Sat. momning Eye Opener Group
Mark E. GSR-Thurs. Walk With Us Group
John S. Grapevine Chair
Eric V. Webmaster
Bob L. Alt. DCM
Angy P. GSR- Serenity Now group
Veronica R. GSR- Mon. night BB
Mark P. Archive Chair
Sue A. Alt. GSR- Road to Recovery group
Jim D. Hotline Chair
Sarah G. GSR- Tues. 1pm women's meeting
Jeff P. GSR- Mon. 8:30am BB 218 Club
Tim V. GSR- Tues. night
Brian B. GSR- Spiritual Axiom group
Stacy C. GSR- Thurs. Women in the Present
John L. GSR- Never on Sunday group

Alt. GSR- Winners Circle
Tom W. GSR- Flintville Early Risers
Elizabeth F. GSR- New Hope Group.

The meeting opened with the Serenity Prayer.

Debbie S. read the minutes from October 15, 2006. They were
accepted as read.

Lynn L. read the treasurer’s report and it was accepted as read.

Committee Reports

NEWSLETTER- Michael V. reported the cost of November’s
bill being only $20. They used left over paper. Michael is
inquiring on paper costs. The district will be buying the printing
paper. The printing company is no longer able to donate the paper.
The newsletter is on track and going well.

HOTLINE- Jim D. reported the Hotline bill as $172. He informed
us there will be an extra charge of $5 each for Christmas, New
Year’s, and Good Friday. For all other holidays there will be a $2
charge. $138 was paid to the AT&T phone book for the insertions
of the AA Hotline number.

BRIDGING THE GAP- not present

ARCHIVES- Mark P. is keeping things organized and there will
be an Archive table set up at the Green Bay Intergroup in January.

GRAPEVINE- John 8. is having a Grapevine meeting on Nov.
30, 2006. He is asking AA meeting groups to have their Grapevine
chairperson attend. He will be having these meetings three to four
times a year. They will discuss how to get the Grapevine moving
and getting subscriptions increased. His goal is to make the
Grapevine very prevalent in our district.

PUBLIC INFO- vacant
CPC- not present
CORRECTIONS- not present

INTERGROUP- Lynn L. reported for Tracy. Things are going
well. Michael V. will be taking care of the P.A. system and
microphone for the Intergroup.

WEBMASTER- Eric V. got information he needed from former
webmaster Patti. Patti has donated next year’s cost for the website.

The meeting list portion of the website gets 372 hits a month.
Eric is scanning in past newsletters. He is also organizing
passwords and set-up instructions to make it easy for the next
webmaster.

OLD BUSINESS- Almost 100 people showed up for the picnic.
After donations the cont of the picnic was well under the budget of
$300.

NEW BUSINESS- Elizabeth F. was nominated and elected Public
Information Chair. She accepted the position.

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted by Debbie S.

AA DISTRICT 01

NOVEMBER 2006
TREASURER’S REPORT
Balance as of Oct. 15, 2006 $1469.99
Deposits:
Picnic Donations $193.38
St. Matt’s Group (Picnic Donation) 40.00
Deposit return from Green Isle Park ~ 250.00
Fisherman’s Paradise Group + 30.00
TOTAL DEPOSITS $513.38
Checks or Debits
Scott Lade (Picnic) 158.24
Tracy Goin (Picnic) 81.09
Marty Slavek Newsletter
(Oct $20.00 Nov. $85.00) 105.00
All City Communications 172.39
Image Fee + 3.00
TOTAL CHECKS/DEBITS $519.72
Balance as of Nov. 16, 2006 $1463.65
INTERGROUP FUNDS
Balance as of October 15, 2006 $740.12
No Checks or Deposits
Balance as of November 16, 2006 $740.12
Checkbook Balance $2203.77
2006 DISTRICT PICNIC
($300.00 Budget)
Checks Written
Deposit for Green Isle Park $361.00
Scott Lade (Food & Supplies) 158.24
Tracy Coin (Food & Supplies) + 81.09
PICNIC EXPENSES $600.33
Deposits
Donations from Picnic $193.38
St. Matts Sat. Eye Openers Group 40.00
Returned Deposit on park + 250.00
PICNIC DEPOSITS 483.38
EXPENSE FOR THE DISTRICT $116.95



"New MeEETINGS AND
MEETING UPDA7TES"
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218 CLUB 218 ONEIDA ST.
TUESDAY'S 5:30 PM.
Named: "Happy Hour" Group

Format: 12 Steps and 12 Traditions...
A study of our 12 steps as well as the

12 traditions . An invaluable resource
for the study of the foundation of our
fellowship!!

"New Meeting"
"Victory in Life"
Meets every Saturday and
Sunday X 4 PM. at the
VICTOLY IN LIFE MINISTLLY
CENTER
436 s. JEFFEDRSON ST.
2" FLOOLR CAFETERIA
Contacts:

Rick W. (920) 562-5393
Terry R. (920) 712-8327
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

"NEEDS OUR SUPPORT"
LUX 1 GROUP
Thursday evenings @
7 pm.
Immaculate Conception of Mary
1412 Main St. Luxemburg, Wi.

"Support our new Group"
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Come visit our open A.A./Al-Anon
"Serenity Now Group'" @ The
Calvary Lutheran Church

(9™ and Ridge St.)

Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays...

(Mondays a sign language
interpreter is there to open the
dialogue for the deaf)

Contact: Tim S. (920)360-1869
"THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS"

Fhddhkhhbhhdddbhbhbbhhhbbhbdhhbitd

"NEEDS OUR SUPPORT"
'ALL NATIONS RECOVERY GROUP'

‘We meet every Thursday morning at 9:30
am. At the Amerindian Citr.

NATIVE GROUNDS COMMUNITY
CENTER

235 NORTH BROADWAY...
Open A.A. meeting/ non-smoking

(Reading and discussion format)
CONTACT: Elizabeth 497-1812
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ALSO...

THE JOE AND CHARLIE'S TAPES
GROURP...

MARVELL APTS. CLUBHOUSE
815 MARVELL LANE (OFF
ONEIIDA ST.IN ASHWAUBENON)
THURSDAYS @ IPM.
(PARK ON FOXx HEIGHTS ONLY)
CONTACT: CHRIS 327-1038



GENERAL SERVICES OFFICE...(G.S.0.)
EXCERPTS TAKEN FROM THE BOOK
'ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS'
COMES OF AGE

(CONTINUED FROM THE DECEMBER
ARTICLE)

It was then that we also realized that the proceeds
from the sales of the 'Big Book' would not be sufficient to
pay for the new hires. It was then we thought we could
ask the individual groups for donations. Following the
piece in the 'Saturday Evening Post', Trustees Howard
and Bert went on the road, one to Philadelphia and
Washington and the other to Akron and Cleveland. They
asked that the groups contribute to a special fund in the
foundation to be earmarked "For A.A. office expenses
only." The contributions would be strictly by group
conscience and voluntary only. As a measuring stick, it
was suggest-ed that each group send in one dollar per
member per year. In time we were able to add to paid
workers to our staff. Thus, the A.A. tradition of being
'self-supporting' was becoming a reality. The net income
from the sales of the 'Big Book' would now go to the
foundation. Whenever the groups failed to meet the
expenses, this reserve fund could plug the deficit, as it
frequently did during those early years. The
book..."ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS" was not only
saving alcoholics but was the financial cornerstone of the
headquarters and the guarantor of the solvency of our
General Services Office.

The year 1941 was one of the most exciting years for
us, with the num-bers of our society growing by the
thousands and our fellowship leaping borders and
cultures. We had begun reaching Canada and into foreign
lands. Everywhere we were growing rapidly. A.A. was
reaching its fearful and wonderful years of adolescence, a
phase that would last for fifteen years. We paid little
attention to the low-lying storm clouds just over the
horizon.

Pins on our map showed groups springing up all over
the country. At times, experienced A.A.'s would move
and start groups in their new localities. These groups
were the lucky ones, however, many of the new groups
had no experience or guidance whatever, except for the
occasional traveler or correspondence with headquarters.
Their worries and problems seemed endless. Committees
argued, new clubs had unheard of headaches, groups had
serious splits, singleness of purpose was lost. Some
groups turned professional and began selling therapy to
the newcomers. Sometimes whole groups got drunk.
Local public relations went haywire. Such was the
beginning of a truly frightening time for our fellowship
that lasted a long time.

Then in one of our larger centers the amazing story
circulated that the foundation and the New York office
and the book 'Alcoholics Anonymous' was nothing more
than a racket. A few of the A.A.'s set up a dinner and Dr.
Bob and I were asked to speak. At this gathering we were
pulled into the lobby and grilled. They heard that said
they had heard wild stories about the foundation and that
the book, 'Alcoholics Anonymous' was making vast
amounts of money and that Dr. Bob and I had shared in
the proceeds of the $64,000 dollar profits that the book
had generated. The interrogat-ing committee stated that
they had verification from a member of the board of
trustees who could verify these appalling reports.

The incredible but more than half-believed fantasy hit
Dr. Bob and me quite hard. Fortunately I happened to
have with me a certified audit of all our affairs from the
very beginning. This showed that Br. Bob, though he had
been assigned a royalty, had not received any because the
money was needed to keep the A.A. office afloat. We
were both still on a $30.00 a week stipend from the
benefactors of the Rockefeller dinner. I also was drawing
a $25.00 stipend from the publishing company, which
had seemed justified from the book sales. The foundation
had practically no cash balance; the group contributions
were promptly spent on the office in order to carry on
there.

_The interrogators read our report and found it to be
true and promptly offered their apologies. They said they
had called the meeting only to set the record straight and
said they would do what they could to quell the
continuing rumors. They never really succeeded; the
racket talk continued for many years in that region.

This experience proved to quite valuable and caused
us to examine our status and to seek advice from our
friends. We could not continue to expect the Rockefeller
dinner guests to bolster us financially indefinitely. This
would be contrary to the then-forming tradition of no
contributions from the outside world. Neither could He or
I receive group funds since they were pledged to the
support of the office. The proceeds from the sales of the
'Big Book' were pledged to the foundation reserve fund
and we had no business touching them, either.

With several paid staff at our New

York headquarters paid, as well as several of the
larger clubs employing janitor and maintenance personnel
who were also members we asked, "Are they professional
A.A's 7" Obviously not.

I sought out the advice of one of our trusted friends
and asked him, as I was in turmoil over whether I should
hang onto my 1/3 stock interest and have my royalty too
or if I should not take a cent no matter what. This trusted
confidant took a middle of the road approach. He said, "if
it was only myself in the equation, you could wear a hair
shirt and take nothing. But what about your wife Lois?".
Did you not enter into a marriage contract to support her?
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came her replacement, Bobbie B. National secretary
number two, was a tireless, dedicated and loyal, hark-
working and priceless employee during these coming
confused and hazardous years that lay ahead of us.

Just before Ruth left, a news clipping whose content
was to become famous was called to our attention by a
New York member, newsman Jack. It was an obituary
notice from a New York paper. Underneath the account
of the person who had died there appeared these words:

"GOD GRANT US THE SERENITY TO ACCEPT
THE THINGS WE CANNOT CHANGE, THE
COURAGE TO CHANGE THE THINGS WE CAN,
AND THE WISDOM TO KNOW THE DIFFERENCE."
Never had so much A.A. been seen in so few words.
While Ruth and I were wondering how to use it, our
friend Howard walked into the office. Confirming our
own ideas, he exclaimed, "We ought to print this on cards
and send it out in every mailing that leaves this office. I'll
pay for the first printing." For several years wefollowed
his suggestion and with amazing speed the 'SERENITY
PRAYER' came into general use and took its place along
side our two other favorites, the Lord's Prayer and the
prayer of St. Francis.

No one can tell us for sure who the original author of
this prayer was. Some say it came from the Greeks; still
others thing it was penned by an English poet; still others
think it was penned by an American naval officer; and
Jack Alexander, who once researched the matter,
attributes it to the Rev. Reinhold Niebur of the Union
Theological Seminary. Any-how, we have all said this
treasured prayer thousands of times since it was
embraced by this fellowship and its members. We count
its author amongst one of our greatest benefactors.

With this prayer and the dedication of tens of
thousands of our members, the confusion and hazardous
times that we were experiencing enabled us to, in 1946,
draw sound conclusions about the kinds of attitudes,
practice and function that would best suit A.A.'s purpose.
Those principles, which had emerged from strenuous
group experience, were codified by Bill W. in what today
are the twelve traditions of Alcoholics Anonymous. By
1950, the earlier chaos and growing pains had largely
disappeared. A successful formula for A.A. unity and
success had been achieved.

During this ten year period, Dr. Bob had devoted
himself to the question of hospital care for alcoholics and
to their introduction into the program of Alcoholics
Anonymous. In Akron, Ohio at St. Thomas Hospital, with
Dr. Bob as a staff member, along with the amazing Sister
Ignatia, had cared for, first 5,000 thousand sufferers, than
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strain and test. We were confronted by three grave issues.
The first to do with money, the second with anonymity;
and the most dangerous of all, was the question of what
was to become of Alcoholics Anonymous when its old-
timers and founders had gone.

As for the money issue, the group contributions were
failing to meet our expenses by $2,000 dollars a month
and the newly formed 'Grapevine' international magazine
was about half the deficit. We began to have large
bequests left to us in some of our members wills as well
as from non-members who believed in what we were
doing. After long debate, it was decided to turn all these
bequests away, thus cementing the A.A. tradition of self-
support for all time to come.

The issue of anonymity issue had been driven by the
alcoholics drive for money, power and prestige and had
crashed into the wide open with broken anonymity at the
public level through the press, radio and film. Even
though the members meant well, we at headquarters went
right to work, writing remonstrance's, kind ones of
course, to every breaker.

Thus evolved our tradition of maintaining anonymity
at the level of the press, radio and film. Without this vital
tradition, members would see no problem having their
picture taken with the governor, or posting billboards
with their picture or delving into acting careers with the
banner of A.A. on their backs. The prospect was
frightening and could have changed the whole fellowship
in ways we were not willing to accept.

As for the issue of the passing of the torch, we were at
a crossroads and with a board of trustees which in our
fellowships infancy was sufficient to guide us. But what
would the final design be for the long term vitality of our
fellowship? The trustees had authority over our services.
A.A. itself had 'No Authority’.

This issue had been of grave concern to me ever since
the publication of the traditions in 1946.

When Dr. Bob became ill, I felt an urgency to resolve
this issue, as did some of our trusted old-timers. The
board of trustees felt that the current system was doing
well and should be left alone. I'd stated that when in law
school I'd read a book about trusteeship and finished the
sentence with this astonishing remark: "It was a mostly
long and melancholy account of the malfeasances and
misfeasances of boards of trustees."

This issue and that statement nearly blew the
fellowship apart. In my travels to search out the group
conscience of our members, the wisdom of that decision
soon became apparent. They'd suggested a conference
with each area or district electing delegates to attend and












