A REFLECTION OF OURSELVES
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I AM RESPONSIBLE.
WHEN ANYONE, ANYWHERE, REACHES OUT FOR HELP,
I WANT THE HAND OF A. A. ALWAYS TO BE THERE.
AND FOR THAT; I AM RESPONSIBLE.

"The only requirement for membership is a desire to stop drinking"”

SERVICE MEETING Each member speaks for him or herself.
DECEMBER 217, 6:30 PM. In the home group, the GSR brings our group
@ The Bridge conscience to the DCM as it is shared among the groups

2514 JENNY LANE Green Bay

DISTRICT COMMITTEE OFFICERS

in our district. Groups draw upon the service of the
committees. The newsletter and meeting list is
distributed. All members are welcome to attend!

District Chairperson  Bruce 498-9750 "A NEW GROUP IS FORMED"
Alternate Chair Bob L. 309-1160 Gather about yourself a few kindred spirits
Secretary Debbie S. 494-8825 and announce to us that a 'New Alcoholics
Treasurer Lynn L. 496-5899 Anonymous Group' is formed. You may find a home
Archives Mark P. 660-1888 Jor your group anywhere as long as you are self-
Bridging the Gap/Treatment supporting.

Eddy A. 339-0729 Any two or more alcoholics gathered together may

Cooperation w/ professional Committee

call themselves an A. A. group,

Phyllis 471-0749 provided that, as a group they have no other
Corrections Glenn F.  321-8039 affiliation.
Grapevine John S. 435-5158 "The only requirement for membership is a desire to
Hotline Jim D. 468-8141 stop drinking'"’
Intergroup 06 Chair Tracey 592-9337
Intergroup Co-Chair Kimberly REGISTER YOUR GROUP NATIONALLY
Newsletter Michael V.  360-1043 by sending your '"New group form"
Public Information  (Vacant) to the GSO in N.Y. Call the district 01 news-
Webmaster Chair Eric V. letter and leave your info for inclusion on the

meeting list. WELCOME!

"THESE SERVANTS MUST ALWAYS BE IN
READINESS TO DO FOR THE GROUPS WHAT

THE GROUPS OBVIOUSLY CANNOT OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

DISTRICT 01 . b .org.
SHOULD NOT DO FOR THEMSELVES." AREA 74 ww;wg;f,e,za‘;{foar;rg
The 12 concepts p.23 AREA 75 www.area75.org

AA GRAPEVINE www.aagrapevine.org
G.S.0 .(NEW YORK) www.aa.org
Sponsorship is a privilege and a

responsibility, not to be taken lightly!




Minutes of the GSR and Committee Service Meeting
October 15, 2006

Those in attendance:

Debbie S. Secretary

Chris B. Sat. Eye Opener St. Matt’s GSR
Glenn F. Corrections

Ron 0. Flintville Early Risers

Tom W. Flintville Early Risers GSR

Barb R. Tues. Women’s 1:00 pm GSR
Tracy G. GSR Early Birds Sunday 7:30 am
Jim D. Hotline chair

Veronica R. Mon. night BB 8:00 pm

Lynn L. Treasurer

Eric V. Attitude Adjustment group
Stacey C. Thurs. 7 pm Women in the Present GSR
Bruce K. District 01 DCM

Bob L. Alt. DCM

Michael V. Newsletter

Kim S. Intergroup

Jeff P. GSR Mon. morning BB 218 Club

The meeting opened with the Serenity Prayer.

Debbie S. read the minutes from September. An error was found. It
was Tracy not Stacey who asked Jim D. to come to the Early Birds
Group. The minutes were accepted as read.

Lynn L. read the treasurer’s report and it was accepted as read.
Thank you to all groups who made contributions to our District 01.

Committee Reports

NEWSLETTER- Michael V. gave thanks for the wake-up call. He
met with Bruce and talked. The newsletter will be on time and if a
problem comes up he is to call Bruce.

Kimberly brought in an estimate from a printing company. Right
now we are getting a great deal. We don’t know if we will always
have this great deal. Kimberly brought this estimate in to show us
how lucky we are right now. Also, for us to keep in mind we may
have to pay more some day for printing of the newsletter.

ARCHIVES- not present
BTG- not present

CORRECTIONS- Lynn received pamphlets for Glenn. Ron 0.
went to the Corrections Workshop in Wausau. There were speakers
and panels. About 40 people attended. Three people from District
01 attended.

INTERGROUP- Tracy said they are getting the speakers finalized.
There will be AA, Al-anon and Al-ateen speakers. The intergroup is
January 13, 2007 at Redeemer Lutheran School at 4 pm.

HOTLINE- Jim D. reported this month’s bill as $183 which is in
line with the hotline budget. Jim did go to the Early Birds Sunday
meeting and talked to the group about the hotline. He was given
some suggestions and he answered questions. The hotline number is
now in the yellow pages of the Yellow Book.

OLD BUSINESS- A motion was carried to reimburse picnic
receipts.

NEW BUSINESS- elections.

Grapevine: John S. was nominated and elected to the
grapevine chair.

Public Info: Dean H., Tom W., and Jeff P., were nominated
to chair P.I.. All three declined. Stacey C. informed us Jack
from District 02 is moving into our district and would like to
chair P.I.. He will be at the next district meeting. Right now
there is no official chairperson for Public Information.

Webmaster: Stacey C. and Eric V. were nominated to chair
District Website. Stacey declined. Eric V. was elected chair
of website. A motion was carried to have a co-chair for this
position. Stacey will be co-chair.

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Debbie S.

AA DISTRICT 01
OCTOBER 2006
TREASURER’S REPORT
Balance as of Sept. 21, 2006 $1213.59
Deposits:
“Women in the Present (Thurs. Abby)  $ 120.00
Came to Believe Group $ 300.00
Flintville Early Risers $200.00
Spiritual Axiom Group $ 19.00
TOTAL DEPOSITS + $639.00
Checks or Debits:
Rent to The Bridge $ 15.00
Marty Slavek. (Newsletter) 20.00
Greater Milwaukee Center Office
Correction Pamphlets $111.71
All City Communications $182.89
Postmaster (P.O. Box rental fee) $ 50.00
Image Fee $ 3.00
TOTAL CHECKS OR DEBITS - $382.60
Balance as of Oct. 15, 2006 $ 1469.99
INTERGROUP FUNDS
Balance as of Sept. 21, 2006 $ 840.12
Checks:
Redeemer Lutheran Church (Deposit) — $ 100.00
Balance as of Oct. 15, 2006 $ 740.12
Checkbook Balance $2210.11
Submitted by:
Lynn Lade

District 01 Treasurer




GENERAL SERVICES OFFICE
(G.S.0.)

Excerpts taken from the text of
Alcoholics Anonymous Comes of Age. A brief History

Alcoholics Anonymous from its very infancy,
with its financial problems to its struggles with
anonymity, to its adopting and including the
twelve traditions as an integral part of A.A. as a
whole, the issue of a central office and the hiring
of persons to correspond with all the letters had
become a bone of contention and strife within the
organization very early on. It was especially true
after the publication of the article about our
program in the 'Saturday Evening Post'.

From the humble beginnings of the then small
cubicle in Newark, New Jersey to a slightly larger
cubicle at 30 Vesey St. in New York, next door to
the downtown post office. With his long time
secretary and friend Ruth Hock, Bill W. began
answering the mass of inquiries resulting from the
article written by Mr. Jack Alexander of the
'Saturday Evening Post'.

Ruth Hock, it should be mentioned here, was,
in her tireless efforts, one of Alcoholics
Anonymous dearest and closet friends we seldom
hear about. It was with passion and belief in what
she saw in this program that sustained her through
all the trials that would come to this organization
during its struggles early on. Bill W. has often
referred to her as the rudder that kept the ship on
its course. She will forever be remembered as the
tireless typist of our 'Big Book' with its numerous
editing and changes which she would cheerfully
do without pause or complaint. In early 1942,
nonalcoholic Ruth Hock left us to be married with
the affectionate wishes of many thousands of our
members.

When we look back at the early history of
Alcoholics Anonymous we must remember our
early benefactors of which one stands out
prominently, Mr. John D. Rockefeller Jr.

At the February, 1940 meeting, "Uncle Dick"
Richardson turned up beaming and mysterious. He
stated that Mr. Rockefeller, whom had not been

heard from since 1937, had been following the
progress of A.A. with intense interest.

Mr Rockefeller had decided he wanted to do
something for Alcoholics Anonymous. He
proposed a dinner meeting to which he would
invite several hundred of his friends and
acquaintances so that they might glimpse the
beginnings of our remarkable fellowship. Uncle
Dick produced the list of 400 names and it was
apparent it was a list of the Who's Who of wealth
and privilege of society. It was easy to see the
combined wealth was in the billions. To us
alcoholics it was apparent that our financial
worries were a thing of the past.

There is reference to Mr. Rockefeller earlier in
this volume. Surely, this memorable event should
go into our history when it is finally written, it
should also be noted that it was at this time that
our A.A. tradition of declining outside
contributions began to take definite shape.

On February 8, 1940, the aforementioned
dinner party was held at the Union Club in New
York, a club even more conservative than the
Union League itself. Some 75 of the 400 invited
guests arrived. They looked like a fine lot of men.
But they all gathered with an expression of
puzzlement on their faces. Obviously they didn't
quite know what to make of this thing they called
"Alcoholics Anonymous." Many feared it was
another scheme to dry up the whole world and
they said so too! To ally any fears and answer any
questions, we planted a New York A.A. member
at each table. At one table, in particular, we sat
one of our heroes, Mr Morgan, an impeccably
dressed member and the table inquired of what
institution he was affiliated with. His reply was
that he was not with any institution as of yet. Nine
months ago, however, he stated, "I was a patient in
the Greystone Asylum". The interest at the table
soon took a keen interest in what he had to say.

Dr Bob and one of our old-timers from the
Akron, Ohio group had also arrived along with
Clarence, the founder of the flourishing Cleveland
group.

Myself. Bill W. and Dr. Bob were scheduled to
speak to this distinguished group. Several other




recovering alcoholics were scheduled to appear at
a question and answer session. The entire
proceedings were backed up by Dr. Harry
Emerson Fosdick, representing religion and Dr.
Foster Kennedy, the world renowned neurologist,
who would speak for medicine. Here we should
take special note of these two very special friends
of our fellowship. Dr Fosdick was one of the first
members of clergy to recognize us and had read
the first prepublished book, "Alcoholics
Anonymous." His review shows how fully he
understood the manuscript and its true meaning.
Dr. Kennedy, our first friend in neurology, never
missed an opportunity to declare his great faith in
our fellowship.

Mr. Rockefeller, who had become very ill just
prior to this event was unable to attend and instead
sent his son, Neslon, in his stead. He too, shared
an intense interest in this thing called "Alcoholics
Anonymous"!

To briefly state what the enduring outcome of
this event was to be, one only has to look at our
fellowship today.

John D, Rockefeller and his son, Nelson, both
reiterated that few more affecting things than
"Alcoholics Anonymous" had ever crossed their
lives. He stated that his father would have been
delighted that so many prominent guests had
availed themselves the opportunity to see the
beginnings of such a promising organization. Thus
the seeds of this great fellowship had taken root.

Breathlessly, we waited for the climax, the
money. Nelson Rockefeller obliged us. He said,
"Gentleman, you can all see that this is a work of
good will. Its power lies in the fact that one
member carries the good message to another,
without any thought or financial income or reward.
Therefore, it is our belief that "Alcoholics
Anonymous" should be self-supporting so far as
money is concerned. It needs only our 'Good
Will." We were all dazed. Why had he gone
through all this trouble? It was a few weeks later
that we understood this reasons for this gesture. It
was this very gesture that insures our anonymity.
Thus our tradition of declining outside
contributions was born.

Mr. Rockefeller wanted to purchase 400 'Big
Books' when published and send each invited
member a copy along with a copy of the speeches
from that night along with a personal letter
extolling the virtues of this promising fellowship
and stated he was very well aware of our financial
difficulties and he himself pledged $1,000 dollars
to our coffers and asked that each guest also
contribute to our cause. With the dinner such a
resounding success, he put us in touch with Mr.
Ivy Lee, his publicity consultant and together we
issued a statement to the press. The release was
very favorable. The total effect was to give A.A. a
public status of dignity and worth. The effect is
still felt to this day and we will forever be
beholden to this gesture from the Rockefellers and
to his friends and acquaintances.

Returning to the subject of a central office,
now located at 30 Vesey St., the task of answering
all the letters as a result of all the publicity was
overwhelming. The numbers of groups that were
springing up with the obvious need for direction
was daunting and thrilling. We were constantly
adding pins to our map, indicating yet another new

group.

The finances at this time as far as the central
office were paid for by proceeds from sales of the
'Big Book'. We were now able to meet the costs of
rent, postage and supplies. Proceeds from the
Rockefeller dinner and gifts, Lois and I were able
to get along. We were living at the Twenty-Fourth
Street Club, rent-free. We all began to breathe a
little easier.

Previous, Works Publishing, owned by
stockholders was a privately held enterprise.
Henry and I (Bill W.) each held 400 shares of
Works Publishing, (2/3rds of the total) and the rest
publicly held. With knowledge that the book was
doing quite well and that all the proceeds were
being used for office expenses, some of the share
holders became restless and wanted a return on
their investment. We then turned to our trusted pad
of blank certificates and on a number of these we
wrote: "Works Publishing, Inc. Preferred Stock,
per value $100."




With these stocks in hand I went to
Washington. The new A.A. group, with well to-do
members Bill E., Hardin C. and Bill A. cheerfully
bought $3,000 dollars worth of these strange
certificates. Thus, we settled some of our
disgruntled stockholders by paying off their stocks
and freeing us to become more independent. That
left the 2/3rds stock still held by Henry and
myself. Seeing the necessity of the situation, I
decided to turn my shares over to the foundation
and asked Henry to do the same. He refused,
seeing the potential for profit when the 'Big Book'
became a 'best seller.' After a time, poor Henry,
still drinking he resisted all our pleas for him to do
the same. One day, completely broke and very
shaky, he turned up at 30 Vesey Street. He made
us aware that all the office furniture was all his.
We acknowledged this and came up with a
proposition. If he agreed to and signed the
necessary paperwork. Henry turned in his stock as
did I to the trustees, thus was the beginning of the
book, "ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS' then
belonging to the membership of our fellowship.

Dr. A. Wiese Hammer, already a champion of
A.A. in Philadelphia, Pa. had drawn our
fellowship to the attention of Curtis Bok, one of
the owners of the Saturday Evening Post.
Although the editorial board was dubious, Mr.
Bok had seen some of the members of the local
group and heard stories of their continuing
recovery first hand. The next thing we knew, Mr.
Jack Alexander, feature writer of the Saturday
Evening Post appeared at our Vesey St. office.
First he met our New York people, then we towed
him all over the country. Soon, he had seen and
heard enough. He was ready to write. Soon a
difficulty arose. He wanted pictures. We told him,
"No pictures”. He said, "No pictures...No story".
We had a tough decision to make. Over the
objections of many of our more conservative
members, we went ahead. It was a crucial decision
and at the time, proved to be the right one.

The article appeared in the March 1, 1941
issue. Jack's superb writing skills and the good
rapport we had with him, produced a piece which
had immense impact. By mail and telegram, the

pleas for copies of the 'Big Book' came in, first by
the hundreds, then by the thousands, hit P.O. 658

We rounded up every woman and every A.A.
wife who could type and turned the upper floor of
the Twenty-Fourth Street Club into an emergency
headquarters. We considered sending out form
letters but that idea was quickly scrapped since we
felt a warm and personal correspondence was vital
to each and every new prospect. It was then that
we realized that we would need to hire permanent
help since volunteers would not be able to handle
the deluge of requests now pouring in.

It was then that we also realized that the
proceeds from the sales of the 'Big Book' would
not be sufficient to pay for the new hires. It was
then that we thought we could ask the individual
groups for donations.

"TO CONTINUE NEXT MONTH"

(It's here I will end part 1 of this article and
pray you contemplate the last paragraph of this
article and I can say, after a length of time in this
program, I seldom hear any mention of group
contributions being sent to the General Services
Office, nor do I see it on very many treasurer's
reports?!)

I’m allergic to alcohol.
I break out in felonies. . . !

Happy Anniversary
to all those celebrating a sobriety milestone.
As always “Happy Birthday”
to those born this month.
Your birthstone is Turquoise/Zircon.

When we are truly ready to learn and
grow, life will meet us at our level of
need, on time and in a most useful way.




who atiend A.A. Meetings al
the 218 Club.

All meetings at the
218 Club are now
SMOKE FREE!

1 commend all those who
voted to make the facility
smoke free. Thanks!

Contact John S. @ 435-5158

"GRACE"
..AN UNMERITED GIFT
FROM GOD.










